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Vision: Healing & Hope 

 

God calls us to be 

followers of Jesus Christ  

and, by the power of  

the Holy Spirit,   

to grow as communities   

 of grace, joy and peace,   

so that God’s healing and 

hope flow through us to 

the world. 

 

In the name of our crucified and risen leader, teacher and 

friend, Jesus, to all the saints at Grace Mennonite Church, greetings! 

On the Gregorian calendar we celebrate Easter for just one 

special day, Resurrection Sunday. But on the church calendar, the 

metronome of sacred time, Resurrection Sunday ushers in the season 

of Easter that covers 50 days (excluding Sundays) from Resurrection 

Sunday to Pentecost. This year, the third year in the three-year cycle 

of the church calendar, the scheduled scripture passages all invite us 

to awaken our imaginations to the possibilities and realities of a 

world in which Jesus of Nazareth has been raised from the dead by 

God. 

We stay with the Gospel of John for the first couple of  

Sundays of the Easter season. John’s account of Thomas’ encounter 

with the risen Christ communicates a world transformed by the God 

of second chances. John’s account of Jesus’ appearance to the  

disciples during a fishing trip awakens us to the possibility of full  

restoration in a world shaped by a God whose forgiveness and love 

are inexhaustible. The fourth Sunday after Easter brings us a throw-

back to the Old Testament with the comforting vision of Psalm 23. 

On the fifth and sixth Sundays after Easter we return to the library of 

John with scripture passages from the last two chapters of the book of 

Revelation. In these chapters, John the Revelator imagines a new 

world and a new way of human life on planet Earth as the ultimate 

fulfillment of faithfulness to the way of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

.  
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On the final Sunday before Pentecost we return to the Gospels. Luke presents us with a tale of new  

beginnings in his accounts of Jesus’ last words to his disciples before his ascension to heaven 

 These days our imagination of what the world is like can be profoundly shaped by seven-minute 

“news” cycle – a phenomenon of modern communication technology in which the reporting of any kind of 

news, good or bad, has given way to a steady stream of indistinguishably comingled information and  

misinformation. As often as we tune in, we are fed a steady diet of wars and rumors of wars, massacres, 

irreparable damage to our planet vis-à-vis climate change, and immigration “crises” stemming from a  

mixture of nationalism, xenophobia, and decades of questionable foreign trade policies. 

 As people of faith, what would it look like for us to live our daily lives in our communities and 

workplaces out of an imagination shaped by this year’s Easter season proclamations of good news – good 

news of second chances, restoration, comfort, a new world, a new way of being human together in the 

world, and evermore one new beginning after another? 

Happy Easter, 

Pastor Matthew 
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Community Gardens:  It is spring and time to start thinking about  

gardening.  Garden plots are available.  For more information and to reserve 

your garden plot contact Marcia Lugibihl at 419 384 3492. 

The 2018 Grace Mennonite Church budget ended with a surplus of $23,738.04.  The church 

council decided to distribute the monies in these various ways: Et Cetera Shoppe building  

remodeling (5000.00), The Wheelhouse (1000.00), the new hymnal project (1000.00), SIM – 

Justin and Elya Kantner (1000.00), Mauricio family (3000.00), Everence/Eli Lilly matching grant 

for  pastoral debt reduction (2500.00), MCUSA conference delegate expenses (1000.00), Camp 

Friedenswald camperships (1000.00), church property projects (8238.04).  Your generous  

contributions have made this possible!  Thank you!  Bob Suter, Finance Coordinator. 
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New Member Spotlight! Welcome! 

Ted Cunningham 

Ted grew up in the suburbs of Cleveland.  Every summer he visited his grandparents in  

Bluffton.  As a child, he  became interested in geography, maps, and foreign countries.  At age 

twenty, Ted went to Mexico City for three months in order to learn more Spanish.  In  

addition to that experience, he lived in Germany for seven years and made frequent trips to 

Switzerland.  Later he traveled with V.O.S.H. under the direction of Dr. Darrel Groman to 

help translate in Nicaragua in 1992 and in Honduras in 1994.  He is recently retired after  

having taught four different  languages from the third grade level up through the fourth year 

of college.  Now, among other things, he enjoys helping a blind friend go shopping as well as 

attending Rich Bucher's monthly "Swiss Coffee" at Maple Crest.      

Tim & Hannah Watson 

Hannah grew up in western New York and Tim is from Barbados. They began dating at 

Houghton College and got married soon after Hannah graduated. They moved to Findlay 

in 2010 and have three children: Claire (9), Sophie (7) and Ben (5). Tim is interested in 

backpacking and hiking while Hannah is an avid reader. The kids enjoy playing in the back-

yard with their dog Oliver. Claire wants to be an artist when she grows up, Sophie loves 

horses and Ben is interested in dinosaurs. Hannah works at the Findlay-Hancock County 

Public Library and Tim is a school psychologist in Upper Sandusky. 

Caps off to our 2019 Graduates for a job well done! 

Dalton Clum-Allen East High School 

Cora Baumgartner-Allen East High School 

Caitlyn Renner-Bath High School 

Jackson Steinmetz-Bluffton High School 

Laura (Fish) Rucki, Doctorate in Occupational Therapy-OSU 

Meghan Gibson-Martin, Music Theatre-Bluffton University 

Eddie Martin, Music Teacher-Bluffton University 

Ben Weaver, Social Work/Art-Bluffton University 

Alex Weaver, Social Work/Art-Bluffton University 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 
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 HAPPENINGS IN AND AROUND GRACE………………………………………………………BY SHIRLEY SOMMER                                                         

 

Sunday, March 31st – Fourth Sunday of Lent.  Sermon title was “Party” with scripture being Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. 

Pastor Matthew mentioned it’s like a banquet or a feast in the middle of Lent. Some people use it as a season of 

fasting (give up something really special) until Easter. In the scriptures Jesus welcomed sinners and ate with them (tax 

collectors, Pharisees and teachers) and tells of two parables. Last one was of the Lost Son where they welcomed 

him back with open arms, his father. Pastor mentioned that God welcomes us with open arms too. The season of 

Lent is when we need to put all our wrongs against others away and forgive and celebrate. When we are lost, God 

reaches out with open arms. We need to get up and enter the feast of reconciliation.  

Sunday, April 7th –  is the last Sunday of Lent before Palm Sunday. Sermon title “Of Waste & Sacrifice,” with 

scripture reading John 12:1-8. This story was when Jesus & disciples stopped by Lazarus’ home and had dinner 

with everyone. Later on, Mary used some expensive perfume and wiped Jesus feet with it while Martha served 

them the meal. Some were upset that expensive perfume wasted but Jesus said, “to leave her alone because it was to 

be used for his burial. Pastor reminded us all that with God nothing is ever wasted. 

Sunday, April 14th, Palm Sunday – Sermon was “God’s Steadfast Love Endures Forever.” Scripture was 

Luke 19: 28-40. The subtitle was “Triumphal Entry” which is familiar for Palm Sunday. Most churches use this for 

their sermons on Palm Sunday. Our children were handed out branches to take home after the service. They were so 

excited and branches were flying everywhere.  

Thursday, April 18th, Maundy Thursday – A special service was held in the fellowship hall at 6 p.m. for anyone 

who wanted to attend. It was the Passover story woven together with  Jesus’ last supper with his disciples through 

liturgy, food and song.  

Friday, April 19th, Community Good Friday Service – was held at the Pandora Missionary Church. Each Pastor 

of the Pandora area churches had a part in the service and all went well. I was told that the Pastor of the Methodist 

Church shared a few pictures of the area where Jesus was in Jerusalem which went well with the service. 

Sunday, April 21st, Easter Sunday  - The day started with a “Son Rise” service at 8:30 a.m. It was a time of  

singing and reading scriptures. The people were then dismissed to attend the Easter brunch in the fellowship hall. 

What a nice variety of goodies we had to choose from along with a great fellowship time visiting family and friends. 

Thanks to Joyce Schumacher and friends for their service. 

   At 10:30 a.m., the morning service was started with beautiful organ/piano duet by Jodi Diller and Jenny Fish. 

The sanctuary was decorated with many, many different varieties of flowers which were in Memory or Honor of fam-

ily members. Sermon title was “Christ is Risen Indeed”. Scripture was Luke 24:1-12. It was the familiar story of 

the ladies arriving at the tomb and found the stone rolled away and NO body inside but two men. The ladies told the 

apostles and they didn’t believe them. The hymns we sang before the sermon and afterwards said a lot that went 

along with what Pastor Matthew said. One was “Lift your glad voices,” and “Thine is the Glory.” 

    We had a time before the sermon to welcome several new members to our congregation. They were  

Ted Cunningham and Tim & Hannah Watson. Ernesto Loredo and Annalise Nisly were to join the others 

but didn’t make it to the service. 

     Pastor Matthew left a prayer for everyone present which stated, “Live more and more of the resurrection 

time! Jesus way is the right wat to live the resurrection.”   

     The girls ended the Easter Service playing another duet with the “Hallelujah Chorus”. (Which leave me humming 

along with them and hearing it for the rest of the day.) Thanks so much, Jodi and Jenny! 
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Sunday, April 28th, -  Pastor Matthew stated that he calls this Sunday, Easter Season 2, Resurrection Time.  

Sermon title was “Second Chance.” Scripture Reading was John 20:19-31.  John wanted people to know about 

Thomas, also known as the Doubting Thomas. Pastor Matthew said that Thomas didn’t believe it was Jesus 

who he was speaking to until he could see the nail holes and feel the hole on his side. It took Thomas 8 days later 

until he would believe, a whole new week. After he saw and felt, Thomas’s remark was “My Lord and My God.”  

Jesus response to him was to help him have a second chance. Pastor Matthew left us all with this remark, 

“Blessed are they who have not seen but yet believe-----that is us!” 

   The Grace Notes Choir sang “Morning Has Broken "with Sophia Kauffman playing her violin as they sang. 

It was truly beautiful all together and one could understand their words. Thank you to the choir and their director, 

Carolyn, for their contribution to the service today.  Our church is so blessed with singing and a lot of talent and 

great children. 

 

OTHER NEWS ITEMS INVOLVING OUR CHURCH FAMILIES!! 

--New Baby….A son, Ryan Paul, was born on March 31st, to Jeremy & Amber Amstutz. Grandparents are 

Portia & Pete Amstutz; great-grandmother, Mary Amstutz, Bluffton. 

 

--Moved…Don & Ruby Basinger have moved to the Assisted Living at the Hilty Home, Pandora. Their address is 

304 Hilty Dr. rm 303, Pandora, OH.  45877    Phone no. 419-348-7404. 

 

--In March, Asher Yoder, son of Pastor Matthew & Shawna, was chosen by the Bluffton Public Library for an 

art picture he drew. Congratulations, Asher! (I saw the picture after last month’s newsletter was done so it is in-

cluded now.) 

--Annalise Nisly, Jr. at Bluffton H.S. was chosen to attend Girl’s State, June 16th-to 22nd. Her parents are Lamar & 

Deborah Nisly.  Congratulations, Annalise and hope you enjoy your time there. 

 

--May 5th, Laura (Fish) Rucki  graduated with a Doctorate Degree in Occupational Therapy at Ohio State  

University. Eddie Martin and Meghan Gibson Martin graduated on Sunday, May 5th, from Bluffton University in 

Music Theatre in NY for Meghan and Eddie will be teaching music in the Bronx, NY to K-5th grade. Wishing 

Laura, Meghan, and Eddie the best in the coming year.  

 

--On March 31st, several of our church members attended the afternoon listening session from Dora Maendel, 

from Fairholme Hutterite Colony from Canada and Dr. Duane Stolzfus, Goshen College. The topic was “On the 

Front Line of Conscience: An Account of Four Hutterites Imprisoned at Alcatraz.” It was the last of the sessions 

associated with the traveling exhibit, “Voices of Conscience,” at Musselman Library. (Keith and I attended most of 

the different programs or talks and they were all very informative and left one with very strange feelings such as sad 

and felt the torture what some went through. Our ancestors sure went through a lot of suffering that we’ll never 

experience, I’m sure.)   

 

--The Service Group of the Mennonite Home held their annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 20th. The hunt 

was held at the University’s practice soccer field due to the road work on Elm Street which was closed. The children 

still showed up and everything went well. 

 

     Due to the road work, their Bake Sale was held at the Hilty Home, Pandora, on Saturday, April 20th. Change of 

place didn’t seem to matter because I was told the sale went very well, better than usual. They really appreciated 

everyone that came and bought items to support the Service Group. 

 

--Our group of Prayer Concerns are still needed with a few more concerns added. Frank Gibbs’ lady friend  had  

a seven hour surgery for cancer at OSU, April 29th and is recovering.  Friends and family of Deb Brubaker who 

passed away, April 22nd at Goshen, IN. She was a choir director at Grace for a while and at Bluffton College.  

Remember to include the others listed last month who are still fighting with their illnesses.  
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Deadline for the next Messenger is May 27, 2019 

Matthew Lugibihl May 2 Richard Schumacher May 18 

Ethan Suter May 2 Elisha Birkey May 19 

Anita Huber May 4 Brenda Byers May 20 

Caleb Baumgartner May 9 Brad Spangler May 23 

William Sprunger May 11 Phil Birkey May 24 

Jackie Schumacher May 12 Angie Renner May 25 

Linda Annis May 13 Dorothy Keifer May 27 

Mack Diller May 15 Amber Amstutz May 28 

Hazel Timpe May 17 Meghan Gibson-Martin May 28 

Chrissy Lugibihl May 18 Joel Steinmetz May 31 

  Jerry Suter May 31 

Sunday, May 12—Graduate Recognition Day, Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 19—Sunday School Teacher Appreciation, Potluck 

Tuesday, May 21—Worship Team meeting 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, May 28—Shepherding Team meeting 7:00 pm 

Jessie & Elizabeth Suter May 7, 2016 


