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Vision: Healing & Hope 

 

God calls us to be 

followers of Jesus Christ  

and, by the power of  

the Holy Spirit,   

to grow as communities   

 of grace, joy and peace,   

so that God’s healing and 

hope flow through us to 

the world. 

 

To the sisters and brothers of our Lord Jesus Christ, adopted due to 

the astonishing mercy and grace of our Creator God, greetings. 

This month’s reflections mark the beginning of a season exploring the 

“gifts” of Grace; those particularly Christian qualities that make us 

who we are, and that define us as believers and followers of our Lord 

and savior.  

This month I offer some reflections on the gift of hospitality as it 

manifests here among us. Hospitality has long been an attribute 

among cultures and communities around the world. Hospitality is  

little more than creating safe space for an outsider but expressions of 

hospitality can take many shapes and forms. Nomadic tribes in the 

deserts of the Middle East may meet one another with unmatched  

ferocity in battle. And yet if an individual wanders into a stranger’s 

camp, the camp is honor-bound to treat the stranger as a guest.  

Members of the camp provide food, water and shelter fit for a king. 

Among the Amish of East Ohio, hospitality looks like an outdoor 

makeshift table sagging with more food than anyone could possibly 

eat and an hour of rest in the noonday shade in exchange for a day’s 

labor.  

Here at Grace we’ve had our own ways of incarnating the attribute of 

hospitality. When I first came to Grace I heard stories of when the 

United States flag used to hang in the church sanctuary. I also heard 

stories of the process by which it was removed and the ramifications 

of that action on the church body. I admit that upon first hearing these 

stories I felt relieved that the flag had already been “taken care of” 

before my time, and a little curious as to how it ever came to be here 

in the first place. 
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Imagine my surprise upon learning that the United States flag had first entered the Grace sanctuary as an act 

of hospitality! As Anabaptist Mennonites, one of our most closely held Christian convictions for the past  

half-century has been that believing in Christ involves following his teaching and imitating his life. A direct 

political result of this conviction was that our ancestors found themselves on the losing end of European wars 

and political violence throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and beyond. As a result 

many of us have often held deeply to a peacemaking, antiwar ideal rooted in our faith in Christ’s nonviolent 

atonement. Early Mennonites found refuge from persecution in the United States where religious freedom was 

touted as one of the founding ideals of the new country. 

In spite of this deeply held faith conviction, many young Mennonite men served in the United States armed 

forces in World War II. Opinions about military service among Mennonites became deeply divided between 

those who sought faithfulness to the peacemaking ideal of Christ, and those who wished to express gratitude 

through military service for the religious freedom provided by our country. It was under these circumstances 

that leaders at Grace Mennonite Church decided to display both a United States flag and a flag representing 

Christianity together in the Grace sanctuary. Church leaders wanted to create a safe and generous space for 

those “others” who had different ideas about what it meant to be Christian, Mennonite, and American.  

Times have changed dramatically. The character of our country has changed. The meaning our flag carries 

through the world has changed. It was right and good that the United States flag should be removed from our 

church building for such a time as this. But let us never forget that it first entered as an act of radical  

hospitality. That hospitality, the ability to create generous, generative space for visitors and outsiders remains 

a core attribute of this wonderful congregation. May it always be so. 

Pastor Matthew 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 

The Messenger 



 

4 
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Carolyn McDaniel presents a hymnal to Andrew Suter and Greta Kauffman for graduating from  

the Grace Notes Choir. We hope they continue to enjoy singing.  

This beautiful comforter was presented to church secretary, Gail Neff, by Grace  Mennonite’s  

“Threads of Grace” for her to use during her cancer treatments and upcoming surgery. It was greatly 

appreciated and the love was felt!  Gail would like to thank Grace members for their continued prayers, 

support and patience! Surgery is coming soon.  



 

5 

                                                                                                                                                                       The Messenger                                                                            

A Mennonite Men Retreat! 

How Then Shall We Live? A Rewilding the Way Wilderness Adventure Taos, NM  
Sept 8-15, 2018  

A week-long immersion in the wild to bring out the deep wisdom, fierce joy, and sacred strength of men 
aged 18-70! Come wade into the wilds of New Mexico!  

Highlights include homemade meals in an adobe hacienda, visiting Taos Pueblo, encountering Earthships, 
plunging into the waters and canyons of the Rio Grande Gorge, exploring hot springs, wilderness solos, 
songs and campfires, morning meditations, and biblical analysis in wild places--all designed to open  
radically new possibilities for men seeking a wilder way of fierce love for God, humanity, and our precious 
earth. Guided by Todd Wynward, for adventurous men 18+.  

“In Rewilding the Way, Wynward offers wild hope for a tame world. If you are yearning for an  
earth-honoring, despaircrushing, culture-resisting, Jesus-following response to the crises of our times, look 
no further..." --Richard Rohr  

Biography - Todd Wynward is an author, father, public school founder, small-scale farmer, wilderness  
educator and Mennonite minister for watershed discipleship. He has been engaged in education reform and 
social change movements for twenty years, and has spent more than a thousand nights outdoors. He and his 
wife Peg started an Outward Bound public school and are founders of TiLT, an incubator for intentional 
living in Taos, NM. His new non-fiction book, Rewilding the Way: Break Free to Follow an Untamed 
God, was published recently by Herald Press. Contact him at toddwynward@gmail.com, and find more of 
his writings and doings at taostilt.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For registration information visit mennonitemen.org 

mennonitemen.org
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HAPPENINGS IN AND AROUND GRACE...................................................................By Shirley Sommer 

 

Sunday, May 27th- Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Day….The guest speaker for our service was 
Phil Birkey. He works as Financial Aid Counselor at Ohio Northern University in Ada. His wife, Esther, 
works at the Public Library in Bluffton and they have a son, Elisha. Phil spoke about ”Breaking Barriers” 
with scripture from Matthew 15:21-28. It reads about a lady’s daughter who had demons; and the disciples 
asked Jesus to rid her. He didn’t do anything until her mother came and spoke and he then rid the daughter 
of demons because of the ladies faith. 

    Diane Huber, chairman of Christian Ed., led a reading in honor of the S.S. teachers with the  
congregation. Each teacher was presented with a gift certificate for their service to our children through the 
year. Thanks again for all the time you give to each of the children each Sunday! 

 

Sunday, June 3rd – First Sunday of the series from Revelation titled, “Apocalypse Now.” The sermon title 
was “Gospel.” Apocalypse is a Greek word meaning unveiling or uncover. Scripture was Revelation 
12:1-12.   Here, John, a servant of God, was told by an angel to let Christians know God controls whatever 
happens here on earth. The angel also said that Jesus is the Lord and rules over everyone and everything. 
He continued to say, God has NO room for evil, dragons, or Satan in heaven. Pastor Matthew suggested to 
all of us that we should do one act of goodness  this week— doing a thoughtful thing or kindness to  
someone. While doing this, we need to remember that God would be there with us. 

 

Sunday, June 10th – Second Sunday of the series with the sermon title, “Earth.” Scripture was Revelation 
14:14-20. This was about a man with a crown and a sickle. An angel told him to reap the crop of grapes 
which he did all over the earth. Another angel told him to place all the grapes in a wine press placed outside 
the city. Instead of wine flowing out, blood flowed out of the press (about 6 feet deep). This blood was to  
represent the sacrifice of  Jesus’s blood when he died for our sins. 

    (This service was to be at Frank Gibb’s Farm until the rains came and was postponed until July 1
st

.) 

 

Sunday, June 17th – Father’s Day – Third in the series with sermon title, “Bro.” Scripture was Revelation 
17:1-6. (I wasn’t in church this day, so I don’t have anything regarding the sermon.)  The title of the chapter in 
the Bible reads “The Woman on the Beast.” You might like to read those verses. Special music was by Brett 
Prothro, “Freedom hangs like heaven.” (I was told he did a very nice job singing.) The hymns that were 
sung said a lot in their verses: “For the healing of the nations” and “Help us to help each other.”  

Sunday, June 24th – Is the fourth and final topic of the Apocalypse series of Revelation. Scripture was  
Revelation 19:11-16. Today the sermon title was “Sword.”  The scripture read the heaven  was open and a 
rider on a white horse appeared whose name was Faithful and True  Out of the rider’s mouth came a sharp 
sword  to strike down the nations and it will rule with an iron scepter. 

    Pastor Matthew encouraged us to continue to finish reading Revelation and discover the Power 
that God will do and move forward bringing new life into our lives plus the different things John wrote and are 
found else where in the Bible. Example: leads to four gospels, prophets to battles, historical books, and etc. 
etc. Pastor is willing to meet and discuss with you if one wants to discuss any part of Revelation.  

Other News Items Involving our Church Families….. 

--Excitement was happening around church with people coming and going on Monday (11th) and Tuesday 
(12th) having pictures taken for the new Pictorial Directory by   “Lifetouch.” We haven’t had a new one since 
2013 and this will be a nice treat. Thanks to Joyce Schumacher for organizing the appointments and  
updating members and addresses. Looking forward to seeing the finished book!!  

The Messenger 
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--June 15th & 16th – Black Swamp Benefit Sale, held at Wauseon, Fulton Co. fairgrounds. The  
Sunshine Communities (Toledo) and Mennonite Central Comm. (about 40 churches in  
northwestern area of Ohio) together support the sale with donors, volunteers, quilt groups, and civic 
groups. It started at 4 p.m. on Friday and then at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday. Keith and I along with Terry and 
Beth and later  Diane Huber  and our friend, Tony Okuley attended. Dr. Ollie Lugibihl made a  
Hickory Nut pie which sold for $150.00 in the small auction on Friday evening. Also, at this auction a 
Ground Cherry pie sold for $250.00. Wow! (I hope each bite of the pie was DELICIOUS!!) They had a  
Silent Auction and Dr. Ollie had 2 quarts of hickory nuts and they brought $70.00; Brenda Byers knotted 
a baby comforter with a stuffed animal with it and went for $60.00. (These prices we read before the end 
and maybe they went higher but this is what our little group remembers.) Before the small Auction this 
evening, several individuals from the Sunshine Home performed some musical numbers. About 7:30 p.m. 
a group from Goshen, IN. named Acoustic Harmony entertained us with music playing/singing gospel 
songs and a few others with their leader, Tim Mast. Instruments used were a bass, guitars, and a  
hammered dulcimer. It was an enjoyable evening: listening to people/music, eating, and meeting new  
people and seeing friends from other times. The main auction on Saturday had some beautiful wood  
pieces: table, china cupboard, toy barn, cradles, and of course, the beautiful variety of quilts along with  
baby comforters and wall hangings.  Next year the Black Swamp Benefit will be held at Archbold High 
School gym, ONE DAY ONLY, Saturday, June 15th.  Mark your calendars!!! 

 

--NO STRAWBERRIES this year from the Suter’s fields. Jerry Suter, owner, shared in an interview 
with the papers that an insect known as Thrip arrived and fed on the plants causing premature wilting of 
flower parts and blossoms drop, making a deformity to the fruit. It involved a loss of roughly 10 acres of 
their crop. We hope and pray that next year this little “visitor” won’t arrive and we again can enjoy this 
beautiful, red berry in June. Let’s hope their other produce they sell does well for them to help with  
this loss.  

 

--Sunday, June 24th, the Swiss Community Historical Society held their annual Swiss Day at Ebenezer. 
As always, a nice variety of food (lots of sauerkraut and sausage and deviled eggs) and PIES!  Richard 
Bucher had the entertainment with the help of Ollie Lugibihl, Ted Cunningham, Winford Bauman 
and Richard shared a variety of Swiss words and conversation and ended singing two songs with 
the congregation while Richard, played the accordion. They did a very nice job and I sure could hear the 
Swiss words coming from many directions in the gym. The Schumacher farmstead is open on Saturdays 
thru July and August, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. They charge $5.00 for adults. 

 

--Jackson Steinmetz ran in the Regionals at Tiffin in May and ended up in 9th place in track – running 
the 2 mile. He finished in 10 mins. and 21 secs. taking 17 seconds off his usual run. There is next year! 
Congratulations Jackson for going this far.  

--Sophia Smucker and Annalise Nisly went to Europe with their Art Club at Bluffton High School. 
They were over there for 10 to 12 days. I’m sure they had a great time! What a trip!!! 

--The week of July 2nd thru 7th..Pastor Matthew and family were at Camp Friedenswald while he was 
the Camp Pastor that week. I believe that will be the 5th and 6th graders. What a treat I’m sure they had 
with  Pastor Matthew.  

 

Jeff & Jenny Fish traveled to Texas to get their daughter, Laura,  now done with her study program. 

--Our prayer concerns are still the ones we have had plus several new ones. Guy Verhoff has a tumor in 
his neck and damage to his vocal cords (biopsy, Wed. June 27th); Anita Huber suffered some blood 
clots and had therapy at Menn. Home and returned home Sat. June 23rd, and Jodi Diller had sinus surgery 
on Friday, June 22nd and seems to be doing o.k. Remember all in prayers for strength, patience,  
and healing. 
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Deadline for the next Messenger is July 28, 2018 

Matthew & Shawna Yoder 

Rod & Carolyn McDaniel 

Ross & Anna Kauffman 

Tom & Joyce Schumacher 

Josh & Steph Meyer 

Arman & Sue Habegger 

Jeremy & Amber Amstutz 

Jared & Amy Byers 

July 1, 2006 

July 9, 1966 

July 13, 2013 

July 18, 1970 

July 28, 2012 

July 30, 1994 

July 31, 2015 

July 31, 2010 

Joan Kempf July 3 Dwight Baumgartner July 16—91 years old 

Henry Spangler July 5 Jeremy Amstutz July 17 

Royce Spangler July 5 Owen Lugibihl July 18 

Andrew Suter July 7 Joan Diller July 23 

Cora Baumgartner July 8 Jovie Kempf July 23 

Jason Augsburger July 9 Emilie Dorman July 28 

Marathana Prothro July 9 Nora Kauffman July 29 

Mike Schroeder July 10 Becca Hanefeld July 31 

T.J. Diller July 15 Brantley Meyer July 31 

 
 

Monday, July 9—Friday, July 13 Pandora Community VBS 
Sunday, July 22 Benefit Meal for Jill Steinmetz  

Sunday, August 5 Brunches 
Tuesday, August 7 Council meeting 7 pm 


