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Vision: Healing & Hope 

 

God calls us to be 

followers of Jesus Christ  

and, by the power of  

the Holy Spirit,   

to grow as communities   

 of grace, joy and peace,   

so that God’s healing and 

hope flow through us to 

the world. 

 

Sisters and brothers in the family of faith, members of the body of Christ, 

beloved children of God Most High made in God’s own image, in the name 

of God’s son our Lord and Savior, greetings.  

     This week I read two very interesting articles from two very different 

news sources. I read an article from the Lima News religion column and an 

article in the June 5 issue of Christian Century magazine. The Lima News 

article focused on decreasing membership numbers in one of the largest 

conservative Christian denominations in the United States, the Southern 

Baptist Convention (SBC). The tone of the article implied lament over the 

declining influence of Christianity in the United States in the past and  

perhaps an underlying smugness around a future identity as the  

‘faithful few’.  

     The tone of the Christian Century article was markedly different in its 

hopefulness and positive outlook for the future. The article reported on 

three United Methodist Church pastors working in and around Austin,  

Texas. Each of the three pastors featured in the article is young,  

inexperienced, and unabashedly delighted to be doing ministry. Each of 

their churches has been experiencing growth. In a denomination that recent-

ly voted not to take an “open and affirming” public stance on membership 

and participation by gay and queer people, each of these three churches 

welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer people.  

     How shall we interpret these two accounts; one of church decline among 

conservatives in the United States and one of church growth among  

progressives in the United States? One clear option would be to believe that 

North American culture has been in moral decline for over half a century 

and so of course churches that make no judgments about traditional  

Christian sexual morality are going to be more popular among the masses.  
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Meanwhile the ‘faithful few’ who, like the SBC, hold fast to 20th century conservative doctrinal commitments, will 

continue to lose ground in the culture war. The problem with this view is that in light of the prolific reports of 

church sex abuse scandals that continue to surface in the SBC, Roman Catholic Church, ultraconservative Christian 

groups and, yes, even among Mennonites, an argument for the moral superiority of conservative Christian churches 

can hardly be made.  

 A second option would be to look at the data and conclude that the religion people need in this time and 

place is one where they can experience in tangible ways the real love, grace and acceptance of God and Jesus Christ 

at church, no matter what. There may be a time to hold on to the stability of consensus views and norms that we can 

all take for granted. Such seasons come and go; in the current season of cultural, economic and political upheaval, 

people need to know a God who has the future in God’s hands. But in truth, many liberal “mainline” protestant 

churches that present Christianity as moralistic therapeutic deism are also experiencing decline in membership  

and attendance.  

 How then shall we understand these conflicting reports of church growth and church decline? I propose a 

third way of understanding the data based on how our political commitments orient us toward past, present and  

future. In general, conservative ideologies favor the historical past. The past often feels knowable and thus familiar 

and safe. Hence maintaining past commitments can lend a sense of stability to the present in light of an unknown 

and unknowable future, about which conservative ideologies tend to be somewhat pessimistic. Consider the outlook 

of conservative churches experiencing decline. Liberal ideologies on the other hand favor a basically hopeful  

outlook toward the future. The future is where new answers are found to troubling questions, not the past. Consider 

the never ending innovations in worship and theology among some mainline protestants. These are oversimplified 

caricatures but you get the idea.  

     Neither of these views of time taken to the extreme can make full sense of the present phenomenon. What the 

three United Methodist Churches in Austin share in common is a deep commitment to traditional, liturgical forms of 

worship that embody and communicate an orthodox theology in submission to a shocking love of neighbor and  

enemy alike – a divine love. This relationship between rootedness in tradition and branching out toward others in 

openness hints at a dynamic relationship between the past and the future. Our past is indeed valuable. The past is 

pregnant with riches to be mined for present understanding of who we are and where we’re headed. The Bible is full 

of stories about people who do not come out looking like the hero. Most Bible stories read like teachable moments 

or even cautionary tales. Bible stories are stories about how God’s goodness and love persist as both God and  

people learn from one another and from the past about how to move forward together into new creation after new 

creation.  It is often said “In order to know where you’re going, you have to know where you came from.” With this 

I wholeheartedly agree. It is also my view that the “good ole’ days” were never actually as good as we once thought. 

Rather, Wisdom equips us to learn from our past without clinging to it so that we can move confidently into a better 

future with the assurance of our faith that God is always creating anew through Jesus Christ by the power of the  

Holy Spirit. So what shall we say? Is the church growing or dying? And is it for good or for ill? What do you think? 

What do the scriptures say? What do you hear when you pray? 

 

Lovingly, Pastor Matthew 
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Mark your calendar for this year’s annual church 

retreat at Frank’s Pond on Sunday,  August 18th!  

Worship will include communion and baptisms of  

Greta Kauffman, Madelyn Renner, and Sophia Smucker. 

Come for fellowship and to support Greta, Madelyn 

and Sophia as they take this important step of faith! 

Lunch will be provided by 

Community Connections.  

 

This year there will be two  

summer all church brunches.  

Rather than have brunch groups in 

people’s homes this year, we will 

plan to meet at the church and all 

fellowship together during the 

Sunday School hour. Mark your 

calendars for June 30 and July 28! 

More details to follow! 

 

Coming soon! 

Grace Mennonite Church 

Mudhens Outing! 

Sunday,  August 11, 2019 

4:05 pm 

Mudhens vs. Pawtucket Red Sox 

There is a sign-up sheet on the 

church bulletin board. 

Tickets $13.00 
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2019 EVENT SCHEDULE 

JUNE 15 - ONE DAY ONLY! 

 

7:30am...........DOORS OPEN 

8:00am...........BREAKFAST BEGINS 

8:00am...........BIDDING TRAILER OPENS 

8:30am...........SILENT AUCTION OPENS 

9:00am...........BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT BEGINS 

9:30am...........OPENING PROGRAM & LIVE AUCTION  

                       BEGINS 

9am-2pm........CHILDREN'S AREA OPEN 

10am-2pm......FOOD BOOTHS OPEN 

 

Afternoon......SUNSHINE BELL CHOIR PERFORMANCE 

Women’s Bible Study 

Every Time I Feel the Spirit  

 Shannon Dycus 

The new Bible study, 

Every Time I Feel the 

Spirit, celebrates the  

legacy that we have  

received from history’s 

bold and Spirit-filled 

women. It is an  

excellent resource for 

i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d y ,  

women’s groups, and  

retreat settings.  

New Releases from Menno Media 

Coming up -Adult Bible Study  

Fall 2019 

Responding to God’s Grace 

Traces God’s faithfulness 

to Israel and the early 

church; some amazing 

interactions with Jesus, 

and the growth of the 

church. God’s grace 

brings freedom and  

empowerment to share 

our faith with others.  



 

6 

 HAPPENINGS IN AND AROUND GRACE…………………………………………BY SHIRLEY SOMMER                                                              

 

Sunday, May 5th is the 3rd Sunday of Easter. Sermon title was “Restoration.” The dictionary says it means  
bringing something back to its familiar look. Scripture was John 21: 1-10 where Jesus found the  
disciples fishing and not getting anything. So he told them to throw the net on the other side and caught lots 
of fish. Peter knew it was Jesus and they all ate together This was the third time Jesus appeared to them after 
he was raised from the dead. Pastor Matthew left us with the words “restoration is a  
continuation for us and never again will we be judged by or on mistakes.” Our service was ended by singing 
the hymn titled, “We Walk by Faith.” It truly ended the service with the words we needed to  
remember for the week. 

Sunday, May 12th was the 4th Sunday of the Easter season. Sermon was “Comfort” by Pastor Matthew.  
Scripture is a favorite of many Psalm 23, known as the song of David. Pastor mentioned that it states that 
the shepherd will guide us, provide necessities for us, protect us, and act as a host.  Good leadership will help 
to protect people that are around us.  Pastor asked us if we have shared a meal with someone who we have 
disagreed with? Also, asked us who is our leadership or shepherd? 

   We enjoyed a special music number by the two children’s choir. The song they sang was “Fill us with the 
Holy Spirit,” directed by Carolyn McDaniel with Joyce Schumacher playing the piano. It was a  
wonderful song and all 24 did a great job! Two sixth graders received a hymn book since they will move to 
7th grade in the fall; Sophia Kauffman and Adalie Hanefeld. Congratulations to the choirs. We hope you all 
continued to sing us songs in the years to come. 

    The Graduate Recognition of the young people attending church shared what they will be studying next 
year and the school they plan to attend. (The list of these young people are on the second page of this article 
plus extra information.) 

     Offertory that Jenny Fish played was “The Lord is my shepherd”, music arrangement wrote by Judy 
Smucker’s brother. It was beautiful and a favor ite of mine. Thanks Jenny. 

Sunday, May 19th – is now the 5th Sunday of the Easter season. The title of the season was “Resurrection 
Time”, listed as “New World.” Scripture reading was Revelation 21:1 -6, titled as the New Jerusalem. Pastor 
Matthew star ted the sermon stating he really loves to read the book of  
Revelation. He feels that the book is about God’s desire- dream-hope-trust and future. Scripture verses  
describes what the world is now like with a new earth, and a new heaven. John write that Christians needed 
to know that God controls whatever happens here on the earth. 

     After the sermon, Pastor Matthew named the Sunday School teachers up on the platform and thanked 
them all for their time given to teach our children and gave them a gift certificate to enjoy. Teachers  
present were Beth Schey & Teresa Suter, Joyce Schumacher & Olivia Schumacher, Christie Suter, Tim 
Byers & Wendell Badertscher, and Jeff & Chrissy Lugibihl.  

Sunday, May 26th – is now the 6th Sunday of the Easter season. Guest speaker, Phil Birkey, had the title of 
the sermon “New Life.” He works at Ohio Northern University in Ada, wife, Esther, works at  
Bluffton Public Library with the children there and a son, Elisha. (We are pleased to have them in our  
congregation and Esther tells stories during the Children’s time.) The scripture was Revelation 21:10, 21:22-
22.5. Phil stated that this book of the Bible was a hard one for  him but with the help of  
Pastor Matthew and the lectionary he’ll try. In the preface of our bulletin, it was mentioned that John the 
Revelator descr ibes what life can, and one day will, be like the power  of the r isen Christ reigns  
supreme in the world. Tree of Life is the beginning and second coming of Christ is the end. End of the  
scripture chapter, it states, “only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life that are pure will 
enter the temple.”                                                                                                                         (cont. on page 7)                                                                                                            
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     Ending the service, we sang-”There is More Love Somewhere” which the words completed the  
message for the morning. 

 

OTHER NEWS ITEMS INVOLVING OUR CHURCH FAMILIES: 

--Congratulations Nick & Becca Peckinpaugh on the birth of their son, James Everett. He was born on 
Wednesday, May 9 at 9:21 a.m. and weighed 6 lbs.5 oz. There was a little breathing trouble at first but all 
are home and he is doing fine. God’s blessing to the family! 

--Russel Suter has moved to assisted living at Maple Crest. His address is 700 Maple Crest Cour t, 
Bluffton, OH.  45817. 

--Sophia Smucker, a J r . at Bluffton High School, was chosen by the Bluffton icon, ar tist for  the month 
of May. Her folks are Steve & Judy Smucker. Congratulations, Sophia! 

--Jackson Steinmetz was named salutator ian by his fellow students and Tanner Pink was named  
valedictorian (along with several other students). Congratulations to you both and what an honor you were 
given by your fellow students.  Also, learned today at church, that Jackson will be going to State Track meet 
to run, June 1st. Good Luck!!! 

--Lydia Lugibihl, daughter  of Jeff & Chrissy, has completed her  service in Washington, D.C. and  
spending her summer in Harrison, VA looking for a job and living with a friend she met while in the service. 

--Sophia Kauffman (Rudi & Ravonn’s daughter) played in the 5th grade string orchestra from Bluffton and 
performed in the Class C level and received an Excellent rating.  Congratulations to Sophia and her fellow 
members!  

--The future plans of our High School graduates are listed below: Cora Baumgartner (daughter of Jenny and 
Keith) going to Ohio State for  social work; Caitlyn Renner, (daughter  of Chris & Angie) attending 
Bluffton University for speech language pathology; Jackson Steinmetz (son of Joel & Teri) attending  
Goshen College for Communications & film; Dalton Clum (son of Brent & Heather) attending Ohio North-
ern University, Ada for engineering; Ben Weaver (son of Paul & Jeanette) finishing at Bluffton University 
in December for psychology and a minor in Art; Alex Weaver (son of  Paul & Jeanette) graduated from 
Bluffton University in psychology and a minor in Art; friends of our youth and attending Grace…Tanner 
Pink (fr iend of Annalise Nisly) going to Bowling Green for  architect;  Seth Anderas (son of John & 
Jan Wieber) going to Eastern Mennonite for  computer  science & Spanish. Also, we had three others 
who were listed in last month’s newsletter, Eddie & Meghan Gibson Martin and Laura (Fish) Rucki.   Con-
gratulations to each one of these young people and wishing the best for the coming year. 

--Sue Habegger’s mother , Helen Brooks, died May 8th. Her service was held on May 10th. Our prayers are 
with the family. 

--Jodi Diller fell off her  bike and broke her  wrist. She told me that she is walking from now on ---NO 
BIKE!!! 

--Prayer concerns for  this month… Sarah Sprunger’s father , Jim, in the hospital with some hear t  
problems; mother of Phil Birkey is receiving treatment with chemo for cancer; and along with the others 
mentioned before in last months. 

--June 15, Saturday, the Black Swamp Benefit will be one day only, this year at a New Location at the  
Archbold High School, 600 Lafayette St., Archbold. This sale supports MCC and the Sunshine  
Communities of Toledo. Mark you calendars’. 
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Deadline for the next Messenger is June 25, 2019 

Riley Sprunger June 1 Tim Watson June 14 

Merry Augsburger June 4 Jenny Fish June 18 

Jonathan Nisly June 4 Declan Dorman June 19 

Tom Suter June 5 Olivia Schumacher June 21 

Jeanette Weaver June 5 Wren Yoder June 21 

Orin Yoder June 6 Ernesto Loredo June 22 

Ben Weaver June 11 Atticus Prothro June 28 

Alex Weaver June 11 Elizabeth Weaver June 28 

Wendell Badertscher June 12 Liam Dorman June 29 

Ashley Diller June 12 Lamar Nisly June 29 

Tom Schumacher June 14 Elizabeth Suter June 29 

Mara Suderman June 14 Wanda Parker June 30 

Jay & Renita Mast June 7, 2014 Lamar & Deborah Nisly June 16, 1990 

Jerry & Nancy Suter June 7, 1975 Chris & Angie Renner June 17, 1995 

Keith & Jenny Baumgartner June 8, 1996 Jamie & Katie Archer June 20, 2009 

Jim & Joan Kempf June 10, 1972 Dwight & Irene Baumgartner June 21, 1947 

Ryan & Erin Suderman June 12, 2010 Tim & Hannah Watson June 25, 2005 

Joel & Teri Steinmetz June 15, 1996 Phil & Ester Birkey June 30, 2012 

Sunday, June 16—Last 8:30 am Membership Class 

Tuesday, June 18—Shepherding Team Meeting 

Tuesday, June 18—Hilty Chapel Time—Carolyn McDaniel 6:00 pm 

June 20-22—CDC Annual Meeting 

Sunday, June 30—All Church Brunch 


