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God calls us to be 

followers of Jesus Christ  

and, by the power of  

the Holy Spirit,   

to grow as communities   

 of grace, joy and peace,   

so that God’s healing and 

hope flow through us to 

the world. 
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(419) 384-3038 
gmc@bluffton.edu 
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Pastor Matthew Yoder 
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The Messenger 

                              September 2019 

To all the followers of Jesus Christ at Grace Mennonite Church, by the power of 

the Holy Spirit working among us, all grace, joy and peace in the name of the Creator,  

Redeemer and Sustainer. 

This week I listened to episode of a podcast called “Living Myth.” The title of the 

episode is called “The Hidden Unity of Life” and is available on i-Tunes. In this episode, 

“Living Myth” host, Michael Meade, discusses an old idea that there are three layers to  

human existence on planet earth. These layers exist at the micro-level, within each  

individual, and through every level of human relationship all the way up the macro-levels of 

societies and human civilization. 

The First Layer: Surface Unity 

The first layer of experience is our seemingly smooth and seamless experience of 

daily life. This first layer is the realm of familiar conventions, predictable weather  

patterns and behavior patterns, rule of law, and common courtesy. This is also the realm of 

facts, figures, literalism and objectivity. In this realm, when someone says, “Hi. How are 

you?” you don’t answer with the truth of all of the pain we’re all feeling due to the many 

divisions and oppositions of inner and outer life. Instead, you say, “I’m fine. How are you?” 

Some of you may have noticed that I rarely greet you by saying “Hi. How are you?” I’m your 

pastor. I know you are not fine. In that moment you might be a hundred different things 

from brimming with joy to drowning in despair but “fine” is not one of them. I  

prefer to greet you with “it’s good to see you.” Because whether you are soaring to the 

heights of ecstasy or lost in a wilderness of unanswered questions, it is good to see you.  

When we’re in the first layer of experience, we avoid depth and hope things keep 

moving along in a reliable and predictable way. It occurs to me that this layer of  

experience may be what Jesus and Paul have in mind when they speak in the scriptures of 

“the world.” The highest priority for those who are of “the world” is maintaining the  

status quo. God and neighbor are secondary, even tertiary concerns for those who are  

intent on experiencing their whole life at this layer. The followers of Jesus no doubt spend 

some considerable time with everyone else in this layer. But having committed to the way of 

Jesus we can never remain of this layer.  

We might name this layer of human experience, “unity.” We might call it “the  

surface.” The problem with this first layer is that it is thin, fragile, and vulnerable to the  

influences of the second layer. Like the earth’s crust at the joint of two active tectonic plates 

where volcanoes form, this layer, “the world,” is always passing away. This is  

because the second layer of human experience is just below the surface constantly roiling; 

longing to break through the crust and erupt into conscious view.  
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The Second Layer: Division 

The second layer is the layer is the place of dualities where everything is broken in two and set over-against itself. Layer two 

is the layer of division. This is where all of the divisions we feel within ourselves are projected outwardly in how we relate to one  

another. If confronted personally with the conundrum of choosing between a mother’s health and her child’s life, all of us would be 

deeply torn and horribly confused within ourselves about what to do. So instead we project what is a deep spiritual trauma onto the 

canvas of political life; we anesthetize our souls by creating camps: you are “pro-life” or “pro-choice.” We join the struggle and fight 

for the good cause.  

We are all suffering deeply because of the plague of gun violence in our country. Proponents of better gun control legislation 

are not anti-freedom, anti-America, or anti-2nd Amendment. They are simply seeking a way out of all of this pain. Those in the “pro-2nd 

Amendment” lobby are not angry, scared, violent Neanderthals. Rather, the thinking is that guns can protect and deliver us from all of 

this pain we are all feeling together. Beneath all of the politicizing and arguing and vitriol, there is a deeper union – a union of pain and 

suffering that we all feel together. 

The second layer is where all of the negative emotions from these divisions gather and settle. The second layer is home to al l 

the rage, hatred, envy, and vengeance we feel. This is where resentments and insecurities flourish. Self-loathing, bigotry, racism,  

homophobia and misogyny all have a home here. The second layer is where fake news and conspiracy theories that explain  

everything live. 

“The second layer is the broken ground of abandonment and rejection that that everyone felt to some degree early in life.” 

When we’re in the second layer it can feel bottomless and absolute; a tunnel with no end and no light. In the second layer, 

we experience a deep desire to self-medicate. This is where addiction to illicit drugs and overconsumption of pharmaceutical drugs 

takes place. This second layer is the realm of what the Apostle Paul refers to as “the flesh.” 

The bad news is that the second layer exists. We get news reports from there every day. Not only does it exist, but the  

second layer is breaking up through the first layer of surface unity more and more each day. It is rapidly eroding any sense of normalcy 

we once had and any vestiges of normalcy we might still be clinging to. Environmental degradation is evidence of this, including the 

mounting loss of species, melting ice caps, and rising ocean temperatures. The second layer gives birth to the idea that the natural 

world and human culture are separate entities, standing over against each other in competition for existence. The increasing disparity 

between rich and poor is also evidence of this, as is the Mexico border crisis.  

The Third Layer: Reconciliation 

The good news is that there is a third layer, and it is always nearby. If the first layer of experience is the layer of surface unity 

and the second layer is the layer of dis-unity or division, then the third layer of human experience is the place of re-union; of healing 

and renewal. The third level is the land of universal love and understanding, of the instinctive interconnectedness of species and people. 

This is where the natural world and human culture form a mutual dynamic unity; where the natural world is the Spirit of Life with a 

green garment on, and human civilization is the Spirit of Life wearing the amazing technicolor dream coat of humanity.  

The third layer is the layer of belonging, awakening wonder and awe at the beauty of life in all its forms. This is the “surprising 

terrain of spontaneity and joy,” of inspiration and endless creativity. This is where we discover the paths of transcendence and the  

possibilities of spiritual fulfillment. The still point at the center of the universe from which everything originates and to which  

everything returns is located here in the third layer of human experience. If Paul called the first layer “the world” and the  second layer 

“the flesh,” then the third layer is what Paul and Jesus spoke about when they spoke of “eternal life,” “the kingdom of God,”  “heaven,” 

and “new creation.” 

From this layer people develop practices of altruism and compassion, love of justice and creative and peaceful forms of human 

community. Here, people fall in love in order to fall to the underlying depths of healing and beauty that are always available to us de-

spite the outer conditions of the world. I’m reminded here of the account given of the early Christian church in the second chapter of 

the book of Acts. 

 

(Cont. page 3) 
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 It is well known in all of the ancient Wisdom traditions that everyone alive has experienced the third layer of love, caring, and 

belonging at least once in life. We all share this common point of reference. If we didn’t, we would not be able to stay alive. The only 

hope for human civilization is for society and culture to experience the third level as well.  

The challenge is that there is no way to go from the first layer to the third layer except by going through the second layer. 

Everyone who has been there and wants to return has to pass again through the perilous second layer of human experience. There is 

no way around. There is no empty tomb without the cross; no resurrection without a death. For this reason, this layer is much more 

than progressive, pie-in-the-sky, hippy-dippy dreaming. This is not just a deeper layer of unity but a place of re-unity – of reconciliation. 

This is the place we arrive when we’ve released our attachments to the first layer, for it cannot contain the intensities of the human 

heart nor sustain the deeper connections of the human soul, and all of the arduous work of fully experiencing the second layer is done.  

 The Apostle writes:  

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no long-

er.17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who  

reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in 

Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore 

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  

(2 Corinthians 5:16-20) 

 It is our special vocation as people of Christian faith to bring the underlying unity of the third layer, the ministry of reconcilia-

tion, to light in this moment when humanity is at great risk of forgetting that it exists; a time when the growing cynicism of our age 

threatens to wipe out all memory of the third layer of reconciliation from our collective consciousness.  

Ways Forward 

 It is said that there is no news in poetry, yet people die every day for lack of what is there. Our souls still long every day for a 

taste of the third layer. Poetry, music, art, love, sensuality, religion, spirituality are the stuff that keeps us in touch with the third layer 

of human experience and all the subtleties and nuances of the beauty of life.  

 As civic beings we have a responsibility to follow the news and a duty to follow carefully the arguments in political debates. 

But afterword let us return always and often to the great poets, musicians, and, of course, always, to the songs, poems and s tories of 

the Holy Scriptures. 

And may the light of Christ that is in you shine all the brighter. 

Pastor Matthew 
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Baptism Sunday August 18, 2019 

Three youth were baptized :  Greta Kauffman, Madelyn Renner, Sophia Smucker  

As part of this service they gave personal testimonies of faith.  

(Thanks to Shirley Sommer for the photos!) 

 

 

Baptism Testimony of Greta Kauffman 

Faith, Love, and Hope are some of the words that came to my mind as I was writing my testimony. I am 13 years old.  I go to Bluffton Middle School, where  I am in Cross Country 

and Track. I have learned more taking the membership class. Sometimes it’s hard to be like Jesus. My current experience is joy. I am old enough to make my own decision to be a part 

of this church. My favorite scripture verse is Colossians 2:6-7. So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, 

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. I have been going to this church for about 12 years. I have enjoyed potlucks. I’m blessed with my 

family members. Even when I come in last my friends still cheer me on. I have been blessed with my friends. I am so grateful for my friends. They are understanding. When I have a bad 

day at school, I can always tell my mom when I get home from school. My mom  is really understanding. When I had Cross Country conference meet at Spencerville, Pastor Matthew 

came to my meet. It meant so much to me. I am now ready to take the next step in my relationship with God, by getting baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy  

Spirit." 

Baptism Testimony of Madelyn Renner 

“I trust in God, our heavenly Father, creator of heaven and earth and all things in them. I trust through good times and bad. I trust him when others do not, and I trust him even 

when the path I am on seems unfair or confusing. The love of God for us is undeniable, and I know I can always count on it to help me through the trials of  life.” 

Baptism of Sophia Smucker 

Philippians 4:8.  
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HAPPENINGS IN AND AROUND GRACE...................................................................By Shirley Sommer 

Sunday, August 4th – Sermon title was “The Faith of a Gentile” by Pastor Matthew. Scripture reading was Luke 7:1

-10. The title of these verses in the Bible was “The Faith of the Centurion.” Pastor Matthew mentioned the word for 

the day was FAITH, believing in God. In the scripture the Centurion had faith in Jesus and sent some Elders to bring 

Jesus to heal his servant. Jesus healed the servant and said to the crowd, “I haven’t found such a great FAITH even in 

Israel.” That is why the servant was healed. This can apply to us today by how we work with God and have faith in 

God.  

     Before the sermon, we had a blessing for all the beautiful comforters on the benches, about 20 of them. Our ladies 

of “Threads of Grace” and friends designed and knotted the group and will have them sent to MCC to be distributed 

to other countries. 

     12 Noon – We were invited to a fund raiser lunch to benefit a MCC project providing Immigration Defiance Care 

kits. Elizabeth Nisly worked with this group this summer with immigrants in Arizona. She shared how the work went 

with the children who had come with family to cross the border. Her experience was quite interesting and answered 

questions from the crowd. Friends of the family and Community Connections helped prepare the food which was like 

taco’s and watermelon and cookies. Elizabeth is a student at Eastern Menn. University in Harrison, VA. She will be a 

Senior, taking Spanish and writing as a double major with a minor in TESOL.  We wish her the best for this coming 

year.  

Sunday, August 11th  - Scripture reading was Luke 8:26-39. Pastor Matthew’s sermon was “Of Demons and 

Such.” The scripture was regarding a man who was full of demons and Jesus let them go into a herd of pigs and they 

did and ended up all drowning. The man was so thankful and wanted to go with Jesus but he told him NO but go to 

others and share his story. 

Sunday, August 18th – Church Service was held at Frank Gibb’s farm. It was a gathering of church members and 

families and friends of the three young girls receiving their church membership and Baptism. Communion then was 

served to everyone present if they so wished to take part.  The young ladies were Greta Kauffman, Madelyn  

Renner, and Sophia Smucker. Each one shared how they were led to this decision to be baptized and joined the 

church. They each shared a favorite scripture verse or verses that meant a lot to them. Greta had Colossians 2:6-7; 

Madelyn had Proverbs 3:5-6; and Sophia had Philippians 4:8. They each then were baptized and received communion 

with their parents. Others of the congregation then were invited to be served Communion also. An oil lamp was given 

to each girl to remind them of the guiding light of Jesus. 

     A simple picnic meal was then enjoyed by all present and the time of fellowship with each other too. It was so good 

to have extended family members come and support the young girls from their family group which I’m sure meant a lot 

to that person. After lunch or even before they ate, several young children with an adult tried their luck fishing in 

Frank’s pond and caught several but threw them back in.  What a beautiful area we had to enjoy the quietness, and 

creation of God’s nature. We welcome these young ladies and wish them God’s blessing to each.  Thanks, Frank, 

for sharing your beautiful surroundings! 

Other News Items Involving our Church Families: 

--Saturday, August 10th, Jodi Diller and Dave  Miller were married. Congratulations and God’s blessing to you both 

for years to come. 

--August 10th, Saturday, Jonathan Nisly and Brooke Lacook were married in Harrison, VA. Best wishes to the  

newlyweds and God’s blessing to them, too. 

--Grace Church welcomes a new little girl to our church family, Josephine Marie Timpe, born Monday, July 29th. 

Parents are Brian & Robin Timpe  plus her sister, Hazel.  Josephine weighed 8 lbs.15 ozs.  20 inches long. Baby 

and family seem to be doing well and they all made their presence on Sunday at Franks’.  Wishing them  

God’s  blessing. 

--Jill Steinmetz left Saturday, August 17th for Austin, Texas. She will be doing is still sort of “up in the air” (you might 

say). We are wishing her the best and hope a job well soon come around for her. 
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--Tim Luginbill has been taking extra produce to several Lima donation areas on Wednesday mornings. Those with 

extra produce bring it to church leaving it near the foyer entrance under the walkway. All is very appreciated and 

“Thanks” to all who share. 

--We have had several of our members or extended family members who have been ill or had surgery’s or death in 

the family or just need support for their jobs. Esther Birkey has been battling with anemia and received a  

procedure on August 5th. Laurie, Frank Gibb’s friend, has struggles with chemo therapy treatment. Dorothy 

Moser fell and broke her wrist. Richard Geiger had knee surgery on August 12th, and slowly coming along.  

Christian Sommer was notified the first week of August that his job doing logistics’ for a trucking firm will be de-

leted at the end of August. He is hoping something will come along in his area of work. All of these people just need 

prayers and support to handle all their situations. 

--Neil Kehler’s wife, Eileen passed away on July 31st. Her funeral was held the first week of August. Neil has been 

attending our church for over a year and pray for comfort for him and his family over their loss of wife and mother.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

July update from our Mission Partner, Mary Raber 

Dear Friends, About a month ago, there was a joyful graduation ceremony at Odessa Theological Seminary, involving graduates in at 

least half a dozen programs. Lots of family members and friends turned out. You may recall that my home responsibilities have meant 

that this was the first year since 2014 that I have been able to attend graduation, so it was a special pleasure to be there. 

And best of all, I finally got to wear it! In 2015 I was one of the last Ph. D students at International Baptist Theological Seminary (IBTS) to 

be granted a degree through the  University of Wales, meaning (among other things) that I am entitled to wear a brilliant red academic 

gown.  However, it has been hanging in a cupboard in Odessa for four years! But 

this year I don’t  mind saying that I got a big kick out of being the brightest splash of 

color in a field dominated by blue and black!  

Religions freedom Since March, Baptists and other evangelicals have been 

banned in Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR), one of the two separatist areas that 

declared independence from Ukraine in 2014. A re-registration process was  

initiated in 2018 for all churches, but no evangelical churches have been granted 

registration, without which they are not allowed to meet. As of this writing, the 

authorities have given no reasons for refusing churches’ registration applications. In 

addition, there have been detentions, fines, and other harassment. For more  

details, I recommend Forum 18 News Service (www.forum18.org).  

On Wednesday evenings I have been attending a small group Bible study that meets in the one-room apartment of a young couple from 

Trinity Baptist Church. To tell you the truth, I often have to talk myself into going. I’m tired at the end of the day, and I don’t feel like 

walking the two kilometers to their home, never mind walking back to the seminary in the dark. Anyway, I feel awkward about being the 

oldest person (by far!) in attendance. The discussion isn’t especially scintillating. Maybe I can skip it this week? 

Then I think about Luhansk. What would it be like not to be able to go to a Bible study at all? So, I pull myself together and start walking. 

By the time I arrive, I’ve decided that maybe I’m not so tired after all. The teenagers crowded around the table smile shyly: maybe I’m 

not such an old crank? The study isn’t brilliant, but that’s not the point. We’ve been called by the Spirit to gather around the Word.  

Better do it while you still can.  

Prayer requests Thanks for your prayers about my visa situation. I was not able to get temporary resident status because I didn’t get 

the right kind of help soon enough. Now I have a better idea of what to do, and I will try again in the fall.  

Please pray for me as I prepare to return to Odessa at the end of September. In the fall I expect to participate in a couple of conferences 

that require some thoughtful research and writing now. Pray for ideas and the power to concentrate. As always, thank you for all you do 

for me. With peace, Mary Raber 

http://www.forum18.org
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Deadline for the next Messenger is September  28, 2019 

Jon Dorman September 2 Garrett Schumacher September 17, 2004 

Rudi Kauffman September 3 Ely Verhoff September 21, 1991 

Micah Kauffman September 5, 2018 Paul Weaver September 22, 1964 

Terry Schey September 5. 1947 Heather Clum September 24, 1977 

Anna Kauffman September 12, 1981 Joyce Schumacher September 24, 1949 

Hannah Lugibihl September 14, 1998 Tim Hartzler September 27, 1948 

Rachel Schutz September 15, 1926 Allison Spangler September 29, 1987 

Gene & Merry Augsburger September 1, 1973 Richard & Ruth Shoemaker September 17, 1949 

TJ. & Ashley Diller September 9, 2006 Christian & Melissa Sommer September 18, 

Scott & Emily Kempf September 11, 2010 Joe & Heidi Simones September 18 

John & Mary Ann Lugibill September 15, 1962 Mike & Meg Schroeder September 20, 2014 

  Grant & Hannah Lugibihl September 24, 2017 

Wednesday, September 3 Council meeting 7:00 pm 

Sunday, September 15 Potluck 

Wednesday, September 18 Shepherding Team meeting 7:00 pm 

 

Our Sunday school teachers 

Toddler:  Beth Schey and Teresa Suter 

Preschool:  Amy Byers and Becca Hanefeld 

K-2: Joyce Schumacher 

3-5: Rudi Kauffman 

6-8: Tim Byers and Wendell Badertscher 

High School: Chrissy and Jeff Lugibihl  

First graders receiving Bibles 

Leighton Archer 

Emily  Byers 

Luxi Diller 

Benjamin Watson 

 

On  August 25, Sunday school teachers were commissioned and Bibles were received by first-graders.   


