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Vision: Healing & Hope 

 

God calls us to be 

followers of Jesus Christ  

and, by the power of  

the Holy Spirit,   

to grow as communities   

 of grace, joy and peace,   

so that God’s healing and 

hope flow through us to 

the world. 

 

Sisters and brothers at Grace Mennonite Church in the name of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who reigns with God forever and ever, 

greetings! 

 This week we are coming into the season of Lent. Lent is a 

season on the church calendar that lasts for 40 days from Ash 

Wednesday until Easter Sunday. Traditionally Lent is a season of self

-examen in the life of the believing community. It is a time when we 

look inward and take stock; where have we sinned and fallen short? 

In what ways have we grieved God’s heart by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone? What sins are we aware of and what 

sins have we committed that we have been unaware of or unwilling 

to acknowledge? 

 This is a challenging season, to be sure. But challenges often 

bear hidden rewards. I find this to be particularly true in the life of 

faith. Lent begins on a Wednesday evening, celebrated in many 

Christian traditions with a special midweek worship service in which 

ashes, made from the burnt palms from last year’s Palm Sunday  

service and mixed with oil, are applied to the foreheads of those in 

attendance. The ash paste is applied in the shape of a cross with the 

words “remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Lent 

begins with a worship service in which we acknowledge our frailty, 

our limits, our mortality; our humanness.  

 Last month I read an article in the Christian Century about a 

new app for mobile devices. The app is called “WeCroak”. It appears 

on the home screen of your device as a simple red frog on a black 

tile. When you download the app, it begins sending you reminders 

that you will die. Five times a day. It has been thought by many  

spiritual leaders that contemplating one’s own mortality five times a 

day leads to enlightenment. When the reminder appears, you have the 

option to open the app for a quote about life, eternity, mortality, etc. 

from a great poet, thinker, philosopher or faith leader of the past or 

present. Some of the quotes come from hospice workers and simply 

describe a physical indicator of the onset of death. 
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            This all may sound a bit morbid to some of you. But I actually love it. I downloaded the app  

several weeks ago and have been receiving daily reminders ever since. I’ve noticed a marked decrease in 

stress and increase in my level of joy. If this sounds strange to you, think of it in economic terms; when a 

commodity is abundant, say, when supply outruns demand, prices are driven down. Rightly or not, we 

tend to associate price with value. When something is scarce, it becomes sought after and potentially  

highly valuable. Isn’t it the same with life? Doesn’t the persistent denial of death in our culture, and the 

endless strain toward immortality, rob us of the ability to stand in constant reverence and awe of the  

miracle of each breath we take? Conversely, I find that meditating upon the fleeting nature of mortal life 

helps me to positively cherish the miracle of life in all of its forms.  

Ash Wednesday is a reminder of your mortality. You came from the dust. To the dust you will  

return. May it also be a reminder that as one of the rarest commodities, and perishable at that, you are  

extremely precious. You may not think that Ash Wednesday is your thing. But I encourage you to find an 

Ash Wednesday service in your community, and to attend it this week. You may just change your mind. 

All Catholic churches and most protestant ones offer Ash Wednesday services. Check your local listings.  

            Also, the Bluffton Area Ministers Association will be administering ashes in public spaces 

throughout the village on Wednesday evening.  

May grace and peace be with you now more than ever. 

Pastor Matthew 
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Programs for Families 
Looking for an all-inclusive vacation with lots of activi-
ties, plenty of flexibility, and childcare?   

 time for the whole family to have fun together 

 planned activities for all ages 
family-centered, child friendly worship 
Don’t miss our Family Camps, a refuge from daily de-
mands, ringing phones and hectic schedules! 

“I loved having a nice mix of time with kids and time 
to self with meditating, contemplating in na-
ture around the camp.” - Family Camper 

 Upcoming 

Family Camp 1 (Music Family Camp) - July 8-12, 2019 

Family Camp 2 - July 15-19, 2019 

Programs for Adults 

Camp Friedenswald offers opportuni-
ties for adults to gather with friends old 
and new throughout the year. Come 
enjoy our: 

 Women’s and Men’s Retreats, 
sponsored by Central District Confer-
ence of Mennonite Church USA 

 Creativity in the Woods, for scrap-
bookers, artists and more! 
Team Building curriculum - a fun, chal-
lenging program to help your group 
pull together 
 
“Camp has given me the opportunity 
to take breaks from the rush of every-
day life and just dwell in the beauty 
and peace of nature and community.” 
- Camper 

 Upcoming 

Crafting Retreat - March 8-10, 2019 

Art Retreat - March 8-10, 2019 

Summer Camp for Grown-Ups - August 16-18, 
2019 

Women’s Retreat - September 20-22, 2019 

Men & Boys Retreat - October 11-13, 2019 

Programs for Kids 
Whether winter or summer, your children and 
youth won’t want to miss their chance to come 
to Camp Friedenswald! 

 Winter Retreats for High School and Junior 
High youth groups allow for youth to grow in 
their faith, bond with each other and new 
friends, and of course, enjoy the tube run! 
Summer Camps, week-long overnight experi-
ences for children and teens grades 1-12, are 
a chance for children to grow in ways impossi-
ble anywhere else but at Camp. 
 
“I was given countless opportunities to hear 
God’s word through nature and through the 
supportive people around me at Camp 
Friedenswald.” - Summer Camper 

 Camps & Retreats 

Summer Camps 

Winter Retreats 

Upcoming Programs - Camp Friedenswald 

https://friedenswald.org/summer-camps/#family-furlough
https://friedenswald.org/summer-camps/#family-camp-2
https://friedenswald.org/retreats/#crafting-retreat
https://friedenswald.org/retreats/#art-retreat
https://friedenswald.org/retreats/#camp-grown-ups
https://friedenswald.org/retreats/#womens-retreat
https://friedenswald.org/retreats/#mens-retreat
https://friedenswald.org/summer-camps
https://friedenswald.org/winter-retreats
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Mark your calendars for the MYF Auction on Sunday, 

March 24 at 4:30 pm. A meal will be served by the youth 

and a dessert silent auction will also open at 4:30 pm. If 

you would like to donate something for the auction—

desserts, gift baskets, crafts, homemade items, gently used 

items, etc., please let Karen Byers know. Items can be 

dropped off in the Faithful Followers Sunday school room. 

***************************************************************************************************************************************************

CDC Regional Gathering East!  

Saturday, March 9, 2019 

10 am-3pm 

                               

  

 

 
Child care  

 available! 

@ First Mennonite Bluffton, OH 

To worship and make new friends!  
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 HAPPENINGS IN AND AROUND GRACE………………………………………………………BY SHIRLEY SOMMER                                                         

 

Sunday, February 3rd – Sermon was titled, “Jesus is my Guru! ´Dictionary says it means a leader who is highly  

respected by a group of followers. So I feel that is what Jesus was to all of us, then and now. Scripture was John 13: 

34-35. Jesus chose his followers (disciples) who were fishermen and gave up their businesses to be his followers and 

work for him. Jesus also washed their feet and said to call him “teacher” and “Lord.” At the end of the chapter,  

Jesus told  Peter he would disown him three times before the rooster crows. Pastor Matthew left us with the 

following thought: “Love one another as Christ has loved you. May others know you by your love and follow  

the teachings of Jesus. 

Sunday, February 10th -  It was the third Sunday of the series “The Power of Christ.” This saying one says when 

you pass the “Peace of Christ” to others along with adding “be with you.” Scripture was Ephesians 2:14-17. Pastor 

Matthew mentioned there are three kinds of Peace: inner peace – inside one as calm and feeling right: inner  

personal peace: family and someone close that you know: and social peace – organizations, town people, and church 

people. Peace is a central teaching of the Anabaptist tradition.  Pastor said that “Jesus Christ is our PEACE!”   

   Before the offering, we all received a red paper heart and we were to write something we want to make “Peace” 

with in the coming week. They all were then displayed the next Sunday a large display board. 

Sunday, February 17th – This is the last of the series of the MUSA basic faith tradition. Sermon title was “You are 

Enough.” Scripture reading was Mark 1:9-11. John the Baptist spoke of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. John 

baptized with water (believed one was cleansed with water) which removed our sins which is the Christians tradition 

rooted by John. After baptizing Jesus, he saw the heavens open and the Spirit descended on him like a dove.( An-

other person in the Bible with the Spirit from a dove was Noah.) The voice said that Jesus is my son, in whom I’m 

well pleased and I love. Pastor Matthew left us with the thought for the week: Go out into the world and think 

about the day of your baptism and how did you feel? 

    2 p.m. – 4 p.m. A 90th birthday HOME HOUSE celebration was celebrated at Maple Crest, Patio Room, for Marj 

Hilty by her children and Tim Schumacher family. I believe she had a great time visiting her guests from church 

family, community, and retirement friends where she lives now. It was a great day! 

    4 p.m.  Dr. Perry Bush, professor of history, held a lecture in the Kreider room, Marbeck Center, “Different 

Decisions of Conscience Mennonite Combatants, Noncombatants and Objectors in Ohio, 1916-1919. The room was 

full and quite interesting. A traveling exhibit that remembers the witness of peace minded people against the First 

World War, 1914-1918 at the Musselman library from Feb. 17th to Mar. 31st. Open to the public. 

Sunday, February 24th – Sermon was “Migration.” Scripture was Leviticus 19:33-34. Migration happened in Jesus’ 

time with groups of people going from one area to another when the need for jobs, hunger, persecution, and their 

beliefs. This chapter of Leviticus, there are lots of Laws and the verses read, stated that we are to treat people  

coming, love as yourself, for “I am the Lord your God.” 

   Special music was the Grace Notes singing, “Ezekiel saw the wheel.” As usual, they did a very nice job singing and 

playing instruments along with the singing.  Carolyn McDaniel, is their director. Thank you choir! 

   Pastor Matthew recognized the 2019 Ministry Coordinators. Christian Ed. –Karen Byers & Diane Huber; 

Community Connections – Joyce Schumacher: Facilities – Keith Sommer & Crosby Suter: Finance – Bob 

Suter: Mission, Peace, Service – Becca Peckinpaugh: Worship – Robin Timpe: Shepherding Team – Tim 

Byers, Jeanette Weaver, Rachel Friesen, Wendell Badertscher: Pastoral & Personnel Relations Comm. – 

Justin Byers, Ross Kauffman, Jeanette Weaver.  
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     2:30 p.m. Bluffton University Concert Band had their performance at Yoder Hall. It was good as always plus 

experiencing the feeling of playing during a power failure which happened. They were prepared, in case, with little 

clip on battery lights to attach to the music stands and just continued to play. Two young men from the Bluffton 

High School band were ask to help with the percussion area seemed to be the “main” part in each song. Meghan 

Gibson Martin and Eddie Martin and Eli Okuley (Sue Habegger’s nephew- freshman at B.H.S.) played in 

the band. Eddie was the student conductor for one song and did a great job. Meghan and Eli played in the  

percussion area and did well along with three other people. The next big concert for them will be Sunday, March 

31st at 2:30 p.m. at Yoder Hall.  Mark your calendars!!  Worth your time! 

 

OTHER NEWS ITEMS INVOLVING OUR CHURCH FAMILIES…………. 

** We welcome a new little girl, Wynne Caroline, born Feb. 9th, to Meg & Mike Schroeder, weighing 7 lbs. 

12ozs, 19 ½ inches long. She was welcomed home by big brother, Ramsey and grandparents from Grace, Bill & 

Donna Suter. The family received a red rose from the church. Congratulations and God’s blessing to you all. 

**Thursday, February 14th, Valentine’s Day, “Love is in the Air”, was celebrated at Yoder Hall’s lobby with 

an elegant table arrangement, live music, a variety of foods from Middle East, Vietnamese, and other countries to 

about 48 people at the 5:30 p.m. time. It was served and prepared by Nutrition Assoc. young people. I believe we 

had about 12 or so people from Grace that attended with some at the 7:30 p.m. time. Again, most of the food was 

tasty and then some of the others it was ?????? (ha!) (Now this was my opinion, but it still was fun and very enjoya-

ble.) Shirley 

**Friday, Feb. 15th, Labor of Love was held at the Fellowship Hall for all ages. An evening with a soup supper, 

fellowship and creating gifts, putting together MCC School kits,(130) & Health kits,(127) making care packages for 

the University students (25 total), and two comforts knotted. I roughly counted about 52 people present including 

children.  

**Printed information from Bluffton University, Feb. 6th, Andrew Renner, Cairo; Alex & Ben Weaver,  

Pandora; were on the Dean’s list for fall of 2018 with a GPA of 3.6 or higher. Lydia Lugibihl, Pandora, had a 

cumulative GPA with 3.75 based on 20 semester hours. Congratulations to all of you folks. Keep up the good job!! 

**Jackson Steinmetz, a senior of Bluffton High School, was chosen by the blufftonicon-  Senior of the month (Feb). 

He plans on studying film production and communication as well as Spanish at Goshen College.  

Congratulations, Jackson. 

**The weekend of February 17th, three of our young people, 5th and 6th graders, were involved in basketball  

tournaments: Elizabeth Suter (Lane & Teresa-parents), Adalie Hanefeld (Bill & Becca-parents), Andrew 

Suter (Tom & Chrissy- parents). Elizabeth (5th grade) played at Liberty Benton and team came in 3rd out of 9 

teams, winning 2 and loss 1. Adalie (5th grade) played at Columbus Grove and they came in 1st.  Andrew (6th 

grade) played then and finished on the 23rd at Cory-Rawson and lost the Championship game. The team record was 

17-1. Congratulations to all of these three young people and keep practicing.   

**Lois Kreider, died at North Newton, Kansas, on January 31, 2019 at the age of 94 yrs. old. She organized the 

beginning of the Etc/10,000 Store (together as one place in the beginning) on January 18,1974 in Bluffton,Ohio. It was 

the first store in the United States. At the time of this store, Lois’s husband, Robert, was president of Bluffton 

College.  

**For March Prayer Concerns we have a few more to add to the list.  Ruby Basinger had her other knee  

operated on and she is doing o.k. Rachel Friesen had foot surgery on Feb. 5th. First day was a little rough but now 

all seems to be going better, slow and very careful walking. Last, we need to remember the Don & Darlene 

Burkholder family; Gene & Dottie Long family, husband, Dave Long on the death of Connie Burkholder 

Long, his wife, who died the first part of February.  
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Deadline for the next Messenger is March 25, 2019 

Jeff & Chrissy Lugibihl March 16, 1991 

Tim & Marybeth Hartzler March 27,1971 

Don & Ruby Basinger March 29, 1952 

Tobyn Byers March 1 Carter Steinmetz March 17 

Richard Geiger March 3 Jeff Fish March 18 

Justin Byers March 6 Robin Timpe March 18 

Tate Steinmetz March 7 Barbara Verhoff March 20 

Teresa Suter March 10 Betty Kantner March 21 

Chris Renner March 11 Jana Fish March 23 

Brian Timpe March 11 Millie Lugibihl March 27 

Dalton Clum March 12 Katie Archer March 30 

Sophia Kauffman March 16 Ruby Basinger March 30 

Pat Lugibihl March 17 Shawna Yoder March 31 

Tuesday, March 5 Council Meeting 7:00 pm 

Saturday, March 9   CDC East  Regional Gathering @ First Mennonite 10:00 am-3:00 pm 

Sunday, March 10  Time Change—Spring Ahead! 

Thursday, March 14 Threads of Grace 9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Sunday, March 24 MYF Auction 4:30 pm 


