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Vision: Healing & Hope 

 

God calls us to be 

followers of Jesus Christ  

and, by the power of  

the Holy Spirit,   

to grow as communities   

 of grace, joy and peace,   

so that God’s healing and 

hope flow through us to 

the world. 

 

Sisters and brothers who are members of the body of our Lord and 

savior Jesus Christ, the son of God in whom all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell, who sacrificed his own life to give us life; to 

the body of Christ given life by the presence of the Holy Spirit in you, 

Grace Mennonite Church, greetings.  

On Monday, January 22, 2018 my grandmother, 

Dorothy King, passed away quietly in her  

hospital bed in Orville, Ohio. My grandmother 

was an amazing woman. She raised five sons and 

one daughter, my mother. She was partner and  

companion to my grandfather, Eldon, through his 

lifelong ministry in the Mennonite Church. She 

was the center of gravity that held the members 

of her family in orbit. She was neat as a pin,  

quiet and unassuming, stern and strong, with a 

sudden and surprising sense of humor. She was “Mennonite  

Grandma” through and through.  

Over the course of her 90 years on this earth she knew many trials 

and hardships, with joy as well. She and my grandpa buried two of 

their own sons, one who was taken by AIDS and the other by cancer. 

She witnessed the birth of grandchildren and great grandchildren. She 

walked faithfully with the Lord for 90 years and when she took her 

last breath her eyesight was undiminished and her strength unabated.  

It is rare in our upwardly mobile society, with its many far-flung  

opportunities, that we actually get to be physically with our loved 

ones as they cross the vale. Our culture does not equip us to  

understand mortality well, or to integrate a healthy understanding of 

death into the living of our lives. Therefore it was a rare privilege for 

me to sit with my grandmother in her final hours.  
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All Sunday afternoon and through the night we prayed with her, sang hymns to her, held her hands, touched 

her skin, and told her how much we loved her. During those moments all the missteps and foibles of a lifetime 

were forgiven. Gratitude was poured out for a life well and faithfully lived. Love flowed freely.  

On Friday, January 26, 2018, we put my grandmother in the ground, ashes to ashes and dust to dust. And now 

we wait for the resurrection day. My grandmother’s death was better than a good death. It was a beautiful 

death. Being as I am a young man, most of my energy is taken up with living these days. But I will die too 

someday, because we all do. And when I do, I hope I get to die a death just like my grandma. I hope I get to 

be surrounded by family singing to me, praying with me and loving on me. I hope you do, too.  

May the Lord be with you. 

Pastor Matthew 

 

**********************************************************************************************************  

 The Endowment Fund Report 

2017 

 

In 2014 the Endowment Fund was established after the congregation approved the  
following recommendation:  

“We recommend that we set up a Grace Endowment Fund to receive and administer long 
term gifts to the congregation. It would provide a vehicle for gifts above and beyond budgeted  
giving to be invested and used to further the ongoing ministries and mission of the church. 

 More specifically, the purpose of the Grace Endowment Fund would be to support the  
following ministries: Mennonite Education, Grace Mennonite Church facilities development,  
mission outreach and special ministries.  

We believe that the establishment of this endowment fund will allow us to be good stewards 
of our money by entrusting it to the careful and socially responsible investment policies of  
Everence.  It also opens up an avenue for future gifts to Grace Mennonite Church.” 

We are pleased to provide the following financial report of the Endowment Fund as of  
December 31, 2017. 

 

 Balance as of Balance as of 

 1/1/2017 12/31/2017 

Account   

GMC Scholarship Fund  $  112,510.44  $  120,014.49 

Martha Hilty Nursing Fund  $    10,008.80  $    10,676.35 

Missions Fund  $      4,827.31  $      5,149.27 

Permanent Improvement 

Fund  $      3,830.37  $      4,085.84 

   

Endowment Fund Balance  $  131,176.92  $  139,925.95 
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Mary Raber—Lent 2018                                                                  The Messenger 

 
Mary Raber 

3849 Louis Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 

63116 USA 

maryraber@gmail.com                            

 

Dear Friends: 

In December 1914, just a few months after the beginning of World War I, a group of evangelical pastors from 
Odessa were arrested and sent to Siberia for preaching what was considered a “German faith” in the patriotic and solidly 
Orthodox Russian Empire. One of them, M. D. Timoshenko (1880-?1938), wrote a lengthy memoir of his experiences  
in exile. 

He commented on the way the pastors’ attitude toward one another changed as they traveled eastward.  
Previously, they had been mere acquaintances, even something like rivals, representing as they did several different 
strains of the evangelical movement. In Odessa they had all been too busy to really get to know each other. But  
mysteriously, the common experience of arrest and imprisonment drew them closer. 

 Timoshenko wrote: “The further the train rushed, the more we felt that we were children of one Father, called to 
confess and defend one hope and strive for one goal. The difference in names and organizations, like a squeezed  
lemon, lost its value, acuteness, and significance.” 

Timoshenko’s memoir is one of the resources I will be drawing on for a series of short historical sketches entitled 
“Hard Times” that I have been asked to present at a retreat in the Carpathians for pastors and their families ministering 
in the militarized area of Ukraine. I’ve known some of them for years, ordinary people who have been forced to become 
heroes as they continue to serve their neighbors, stuck in a seemingly endless low-grade conflict. I’m very pleased that 
Mission Network was able to provide a grant to help the much-needed retreat become a reality. 

I’m honored to be invited to join them. I don’t want the sketches to be just a series of lectures; I hope they will be 
encouraging and help the participants reflect on their own experience of “Hard Times.” Thank you for praying about this 
with me, and also that everyone who wants to be at the retreat will be able to attend—travel can be difficult between the 
eastern provinces and the rest of the country! 

Other plans and prayer requests     

I’m in what the Russians call “a suitcase mood,” getting ready for my trip to Ukraine. Everything is extra  
complicated now since I’ve come down with a case of flu, but I hope I’ll be ready to travel when the time comes. My main 
concern is that my mother doesn’t catch it, but it’s hard to help her dress and try not to breathe on her at the same time! 
Thank you for praying for the transition and for our health. 

After the pastors’ retreat in March, I expect to return to Odessa for a few weeks. There are plenty of meetings 
planned, especially as I’ve agreed to supervise research work for several Master’s degree students. I hope to spend 
some time with my book translator—if I look a little frantic in the photo it’s because I’m trying to interest a couple of  
potential sponsors for publication, Aleksei Melnichuk and Sergei Rybakov. I will also teach an intensive course on  
women in church history, and sometime soon I have to put the finishing touches on a paper I hope to read at a history 
conference in Amsterdam in April. In other words, I have a lot of work to do in a short time. Pray for wisdom, for  
adequate energy, and that whatever I do and say will glorify God. 

I wish you all a blessed Lenten season. May it be a time of deep reflection and new commitment to our Risen 
Lord. As always, thank you for all you do for me. 

With peace, 

Mary Raber 

mailto:maryraber@gmail.com
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Bake Sale 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 

9:00 am—11:30 am 

Mennonite Memorial Home Lobby 

All proceeds go to The Service Group 

Cinnamon rolls-homemade noodles-angel food cakes 

Mennonite Memorial Home 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Starts at 10 am on the dot! 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Crime Victim Services (CVS) would like to thank Grace Mennonite Church Members 

for your donation of $3,626,50 . CVS helps over 3,000 victims each year in Allen and 

Putnam Counties who are seeking safety, healing, justice and restitution. Your funding 

has been designated to two programs: Elder Victim Ministry and a brand new CVS 

Guardian Program. 

Noisy Offering March—May 2018 will go to Mennonite Home Communities of Ohio 

for picnic tables and trees for outdoor patio areas at Willow Ridge. Thank you for  

your support! 
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HAPPENINGS IN AND AROUND GRACE…………………………………………………BY SHIRLEY SOMMER 
 
Sunday, February 4th – Sermon topic was “Sabbath” with scripture, Mark 2:23-28 and Mark 3:1-6. Pastor  

Matthew stated that you and I are the Lord’s of the Sabbath! We are responsible to keep it Holy! He mentioned 

that in Genesis, “God rested on the 7th day.” Exodus, “God heard people complaining and send bread to them for 

everyday except on the 7th day (nothing), which we are to keep the 7th day Holy!” Leviticus it is listed things to help 

us keep the 7the day Holy. It applies to us, family, employees, and all God’s creation.  

 

Friday, February 9th was our 4th Annual “Labor of Love” – family event held in the fellowship hall. Everyone present 

enjoyed a pizza supper plus extra items to eat. Two comforters were knotted, card making, strings placed in cloth 

bags, 30 bags were filled for Bluffton University students and students from our church attending else where,  

assembled 225 Hygiene and School kits for MCC. It’s always a great evening for families to do things together and  

fellowship among young and old.  

 

Saturday, February 10th  Grace hosted the 2018 CDC Regional Gathering. People came from Indiana, Ohio, Illinois 

and Michigan and representatives from Allegheny Menn.Conference. A lunch was served to people present. 

 

Sunday, February 11th  “Camp Friedenswald Sunday”. Jenna Liechty Martin spoke during the Sunday School 

hour and then preached during the Worship Service. Jenna is in her 5th year as Executive Director.  In the S.S.hour, 

she showed pictures of the new constructions that took place last year and gave an updated report of the expenses 

that came from the constructions and what is planned to do before camp for this year. Her sermon title was 

“Followers of the Way.” Jenna stressed how camp needs the support of churches: financially, volunteer workers, and 

attendance with groups from church or families. She shared three stories from last year staff with campers: first, an 

experience from a counselor with a camper stressing that everyone has someone who loves them; history learned 

from volunteers as cleaning up the area around camp, trees and land management; and last, how staff learn to work 

together with others and the friendships that stay with each other for years.  

    Pastor Matthew then had a dedication of the Hygiene/School kit bags and 20 comforters which were displayed 

hanging over the back of benches in the sanctuary. 12 of these comforters will be donated to Camp Friedenswald. 

 

Wednesday, February 14th  Ash Wednesday service was held at 7 p.m. It was a service to be a special reminder 

of God’s unconditional love for you and for those you love. Pastor Matthew was in charge of the service. 

 

Thursday, February 15th “Love is in the Air”, at 6 p.m./8 p.m., was an elegant evening with friends or family at 

Yoder Hall lobby. Live music by Bluffton’s faculty and students during the evening. Hors d’oeuvres and desserts were 

prepared by the University Nutrition Assoc. and served by them. There were 48 people for the first session including 

8 couples from our Today’s Disciples S.S. class and I saw two other ladies from church at the 8 p.m. session. Keith 

and I attended and enjoyed the fellowship with friends and a nice variety of food around our table! 

 

Sunday, February 18th  is the first Sunday of Lent. Sermon title was “Between Me & You and the Creatures.” It is  

time to remind all of us of the crucifixion coming at Easter. Scripture reading was Genesis 9:8-17 with orders to  

Noah about the Ark and what to include in it. The flood was sent to clean up the earth.  Pastor Matthew said he 

had to share some feelings about the shooting that happened at the school in Florida before sharing about Noah and 

the Ark. He mentioned during these dark days of fear and death, we need to always remember 

that “We are people of Life!’ 

The Messenger 
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 He continued to say, we have a collective effervescence. One definition of effervescence is liveliness or exhilara-

tion. Pastor mentioned we need to share “effervescence of Life.” We are to share this to everyone around us and 

to listen to others, NOW!  

 

Sunday, February 25th  is the second Sunday of Lent. “Me & You & the Generations after You” was the sermon 

title. Scripture reading was Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16. It was about Abram and Sarai who were an old couple (90 yrs. 

old and 99 yrs. old) without children and were informed that Sarai will have a child who would grow up to be the 

“King of the Nations.” They were in shock and then their names were changed to Abraham and Sarah. Pastor 

went on to say that your life story to family is important to share. One never knows when God will come!  

   The Cherubic Choir, directed by Carolyn McDaniel, had special music singing and playing instruments, “How 

Can We Be Silent”. They played a drum along with three metal-a-phone’s while singing verses of the song. The con-

gregation joined in singing on the last verse with the children. As usual, they did a very nice job!  Thanks children!! 

 

OTHER NEWS ITEMS INVOLVING OUR CHURCH FAMILIES…. 

>Betty Kantner has moved to the Mennonite Memorial Home. Her new address is 410 W. Elm St., Apt. #306, 

Bluffton, Ohio   45817 

>Grover Geiger & Phyllis Osborne would like to let everyone know how much they miss being at church on 

Sunday mornings. They watch our church service from the DVD that Brenda Byers drops off for them. Grover is 

doing well. He misses being able to drive and get out and about. Phyllis is also doing well. They enjoy time together 

at the Frieda House. Grover really enjoys visits from people of the church.  

>Sunday, Feb. 18th, 2:30 p.m. The University Concert Band performed at Yoder Hall. It was a beautiful hour of  

music. Eddie Martin and Meghan Gibson took part in the band. March 18th the Chorale and Camerata Singers 

will perform at 2:30 p.m.   March 22, A Chamber Concert will perform, 7:30 p.m.   April 22, Spring Fling will be 

at 2:30 p.m. at Yoder’s…Camerata Singers, Concert Band, University Chorale and Jazz Ensemble. (I can say now 

that you will enjoy hearing any of these concerts coming up. Mark your calendars!!!) 

>Congratulations to Heather Clum in an interview with Fred Steiner, editor of the blufftonicon, 2-19-2018. 

It was titled “Willow Ridge as a Career Goal.” She is the director of nursing for the Willow Ridge (Betty House 

& Frieda House) Green House homes. If you see her, ask Heather how were the “frog legs” and “biscuit &  

gravy?” 

>Pastor Matthew was asked to be the guest Pastor for Spiritual Week at Bluffton University, Feb 11th thru 16th. 

On Tuesday, 13th for Forum, his topic was “Failure & Spiritual Growth in Myth, Marvel and Age of Social Media.” I 

asked him on the following Sunday how it went for him and he replied, “I felt it was a very good week and enjoyed 

it very much.” (I felt he would enjoy the students and I’m sure they enjoyed him too.) 

>The youth at church had a Potato Bar meal for us before the Annual Meeting in January. They reported a few Sun-

days ago that the donations they received amounted to $1012.00.  They want to THANK YOU all for  

the donations. 

>The Restore, Lima Habitat for Humanity, has been closed for a week, 17th thru 26th, while getting their store floors 

refurbished. They plan to reopen on Tuesday, the 27th. This project required lots of volunteers and many THANKS 

for all who helped removing items and replacing them back in the store. 

>Our sympathy and prayers go out to Phil & Esther Birkey and brother, Elisha, on the death of their still born 

son, Simeon Thomas on February 9, 2018. 

>Several of our members have been in the hospital with different surgeries. Need to remember them in our  

prayers: Jeff Lugibihl, Tom Schumacher (second knee), Jon Hilty (knee), Marybeth Hartzler (knee), Rod 

McDaniel (stent) plus all the others still receiving treatments for cancer.  
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Deadline for the next Messenger is March 26, 2018 

Jeff & Chrissy Lugibihl 

Tim & Marybeth Hartzler 

Don & Ruby Basinger 

Steve & Judy Smucker 

March 16, 1991 

March 27, 1971 

March 29, 1952 

March 30, 1996 

Richard Geiger March 3 Jeff Fish March 18 

Justin Byers March 6 Robin Timpe March 18 

Tate Steinmetz March 7 Barbara Verhoff March 20 

Teresa Suter March 10 Betty Kantner March 21 

Chris Renner March 11 Jana Fish March 23 

Brian Timpe March 11 Millie Lugibihl March 27 

Dalton Clum March 12 Katie Archer March 30 

Sophia Kauffman March 16 Ruby Basinger March 30 

Carter Steinmetz March 17 Shawna Yoder March 31 

Thursday, March 29: Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
6:00 pm Fellowship Hall—simple meal 

Friday, March 30: Community Good Friday Service 
7:00 pm St. John Mennonite Church 

Sunday, April 1: Easter brunch following Sunrise Service 


